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IPEX — a platform for interparliamentary exchange
of information on EU matters

Regina Wasowicz

IPEX (Interparliamentary EU Information Exchange) is a digital platform supporting
interparliamentary cooperation in EU matters for almost 20 years (https.//www.ipex.eu). The concept
of this platform, which is by design informal and operating without bureaucratic structures, is related
to the functions and tasks of parliaments enshrined in the Treaties. The publication presents in a
synthetic way the evolution of IPEX in the direction indicated by the Conference of Speakers of the EU
Parliaments as a one-stop shop for interparliamentary information exchange. It shows both the
opportunities arising from the recent reform of IPEX and the challenges for parliaments on the way to
the full implementation of the set goal.
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1. The genesis of the IPEX project

It is assumed that IPEX (Inter-Parliamentary EU Information Exchange) was established by the
Conference of Speakers of Parliaments of the European Union (EUSC/Speakers' Conference) in Rome
in September 2000. The Conference then pointed out the need for interparliamentary cooperation in
the context of improving the quality of European legislation, the necessity for full implementation and
further development of the Protocol on the role of national parliaments annexed to the Treaty of
Amsterdam as well as the Declaration on minimum quality standards for Community legislation. As
one of the tools for achieving the above objectives, an informal and not requiring bureaucratic
structures exchange of interparliamentary information was indicated?.

As a consequence, a working group, set up by the Secretaries General in 2001, headed by Anders
Forsberg, Secretary General of the Riksdag, developed and launched in 2004 a temporary website on
the ECPRD server which contained a structured collection of links to existing information/subpages on
EU affairs of most national Parliaments. At the same time, almost all parliaments of the EU Member
States, as well as candidate countries, have appointed their IPEX Correspondents.

2. IPEX formal framework

2.1. The role of IPEX, i.e. platform for interparliamentary exchange of information on EU matters, was
defined in the Guidelines for Interparliamentary Cooperation in the EU, The Hague, 3 July 20042 (The
Hague Guidelines).

* All internet addresses in the article accessed: 03.04.2025.

1 The Memorandum attached to the Speakers’ Conference conclusions, Rome 2000,
https://legl5.camera.it/ cppueg/ing/lavori documenti memorandum.asp

2 The Hague Guidelines (with Annex), 2004, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/download/file/082dbcc5319ee5f60131ae2a3b3e0443/The+Hague+Guidelines.pdf
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According to the Guidelines, the objective of IPEX is “to support interparliamentary cooperation by
providing a platform for the electronic exchange of EU related information between parliaments in
the Union, including a calendar of meetings and forums for exchange of views on the subsidiarity
control. Each parliament/chamber has an IPEX Correspondent to represent that parliament”. In
particular, it was recommended that each EU parliament should “inform the other parliaments on its
activities concerning subsidiarity control”, and IPEX was to provide electronic tools for exchanging
views in this regard.

The Hague Guidelines have been amended twice. In Lisbon in 20083, having regard to the Treaty of
Lisbon, the objectives of interparliamentary cooperation were extended, and IPEX — with the task of
enabling the electronic exchange of information on all EU parliamentary activities, especially draft EU
legislation — was placed in the "tools" category. In Berlin in 2021%, IPEX was included in the support
structures, next to meetings of Secretaries General, permanent representatives of national
parliaments to the EU and ECPRD. It was emphasized that IPEX is a joint undertaking of national
parliaments and the EP, a publicly available platform and information exchange network that contains
a database of European Commission documents and related documents of national parliaments, a
calendar of cooperation, and also “serves as a web host and institutional memory for the EU’s
permanent interparliamentary conferences”.

2.2. Direct regulations on the content of the platform and the functioning of IPEX were included in the
IPEX Guidelines adopted by the Secretaries General in Copenhagen in 2006°, and subsequently
amended in Lisbon (2008), Warsaw (2012), Rome (2015) and Prague (2023)%. The most important
points of the Guidelines and their amendments will be discussed in the context of the database
development.

2.3. The objectives of IPEX are set, as enshrined from the outset in the IPEX Guidelines, by the
Conference of Speakers of the EU Parliaments. Every year, the EUSC includes in its Presidency
conclusions’ separate points on IPEX, in which it determines the direction for the development of this
platform. In 2006, the EUSC indicated that it expected concrete results and benefits from the existence
of IPEX for improving parliamentary scrutiny of EU policy. In 2009, it underlined that the platform could
play a key role in implementing the provisions of the Lisbon Treaty on subsidiarity scrutiny and
introduce a more effective system for exchange of documents. From the beginning, the Conference
called for: regular transmission of information to IPEX, including summaries in English and/or French
(2006, 2009, 2012), strengthening the role of IPEX Correspondents, creating a common portal for
various interparliamentary webpages (2007), a full flow of information on subsidiarity check (2008),
collecting of documents of successive interparliamentary conferences, extending the scope of
documents submitted by EU institutions to IPEX (2012, 2013). In 2014, the Speakers noted that IPEX

3 Guidelines for Interparliamentary Cooperation, Lisbon 2008, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/download/file/082dbcc549b124660149be1468d90cf1/The%20Lisbon%20Guidelines%20for%20interparli
amentary%20cooperation.pdf

4 Guidelines for Interparliamentary Cooperation, Berlin 2021, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/download/file/8a8629a878e849dc0178e931d3¢c70081/4. Draft Guidelines rev._Mar 2020 EN.pdf
5 Archival versions of the IPEX Guidelines,

https://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/index.php?option=com content&view=article&id=14703&Itemid=828

5 IPEX Guidelines, Prague 2023, https://ipexl.europarl.europa.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/download/file/8a8629a88625192f018625d486480004/IPEX+Guidelines+-+Final+Proposal+-
+Proofread.pdf

7 All EUSC Presidency Conclusions:

https://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/index.php?option=com content&view=article&id=147008&Itemid=799
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was also an important source of information for EU citizens. In 2015, they stated they expected to
expand the exchange of information and parliamentary documents on EU affairs as a complement to
the existing database. In 2019, they noted that IPEX was playing an increasingly important role in
interparliamentary cooperation and was becoming a credible one-stop-shop for interparliamentary EU
information exchange. In 2022, they encouraged the Correspondents to submit to IPEX all resolutions
adopted in connection with the war in Ukraine.

3. The beginnings of IPEX (2006-2011)

3.1. From 1 July 2006, the IPEX website became operational at www.ipex.eu®. Created in technical
cooperation with the EP and hosted on its server, it contained a database as a tool for exchanging
information on the scrutiny of EU documents in national parliaments, including subsidiarity issues
(Legislative Database), a calendar of interparliamentary meetings and a section of the EUSC. The joint
administration of the site was the responsibility of the IPEX Board, the Central Support and IPEX
Correspondents, who were responsible for organising the upload of national parliaments’ information
to the website. The core of IPEX was the Legislative Database, to which EU draft legal acts and
information documents were automatically sent, mainly from the European Commission (Barroso
initiative, 2006, during the ratification of the Constitutional Treaty), and later on from other
institutions. National parliaments linked their own documents and information to EU documents.

From the very beginning, the principle has been that each national parliament/chamber of the national
parliament is the exclusive host of its part of the base. A Correspondent inserts into it — in addition to
documents and information — symbols that graphically indicate the stage of its own parliamentary
procedure (not started, in progress, completed) and other activities related to an EU document.

3.2. IPEX v2°, launched on 1 July 2011, was the result of the debate on adapting the IPEX platform to
the needs of national parliaments resulting from the Lisbon Treaty (2009) in terms of "contributing
actively to the proper functioning of the Union", in particular with regard to subsidiarity control, the
early warning mechanism (EWM) and participation in interparliamentary cooperation. The new site
offered simplified methods for adding and modifying content, new layout, improved metadata loading
and new calendar features. A parliamentary news section and password-protected forums for informal
exchange of information were introduced, more extensive information on parliamentary structures
and procedures on EU matters was made possible.

The extended search possibilities in the Legislative Database included, apart from the standard search
terms adopted in 2006 (reference number, number, year and the possibility of filtering results), also
the threshold for the so-called yellow or orange card under the early warning mechanism, documents
subject to scrutiny within a specified time limit and four symbols (reasoned opinion, important
information, political dialogue, veto).

8 Cf. Report of the IPEX Steering Group to the EUSC, Stockholm, 29-30.06.2006, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/download/file/082dbcc530e432c20130e62b89c8032¢/IPEX+%E2%80%93+Report+to+the+Conference+of
+European+Union+Speakers.pdf

9 Presentation of the IPEX 2.0, Ljubljana 2011, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/download/file/082dbcc534ad5c6c0134e70da9a727f4/20111125%20IPEX%20first%20experiences%20-
%20technical%20aspects.pdf
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4. Functioning of IPEX after the 2011 reform

After the reform of the IPEX website and database in 2011, the IPEX Board, with participation of
Correspondents and users, continued the debate aimed at improving the functionality and usability of
the platform. The need to ensure IPEX credibility was indicated, including the fundamental importance
of Correspondents providing up-to-date and complete information®®, as well as translations of
documents and information into English/French or summaries in these languages. The parliaments
were encouraged to use the XML protocol enabling automatic uploading of documents to the
database. General guidelines for news from parliaments and a common scheme of information on
national parliaments, their structures and procedures in EU matters, were developed.

4.1. In the first years under the Lisbon Treaty, it turned out that the early warning mechanism is very
rarely activated by national parliaments, and the platform is not used - as originally designed - to
exchange doubts about the compliance of draft legislative acts with the principle of subsidiarity in the
period before the adoption of a reasoned opinion (the symbol of such doubts was withdrawn in 2012)
or to share important information in password-protected forums!l. The debate on the role of IPEX
began at that time, which ran in parallel with the work of two working groups: for improving the
website and for amending the IPEX Guidelines. The result of the work of the former was a report
reviewing the functioning of IPEX v2'? aimed at increasing the efficiency and friendliness of the site. At
the same time the amendment to the IPEX Guidelines (2015) introduced the rotational annual
chairmanship of the IPEX Board related to the Presidency of the EUSC (previously, the chairmanship
was decided ad hoc and it lasted 4 years), removed the Central Support, clarified the decision-making
procedure in the Board (consensus), defined the formal framework for its deliberations and for
functioning of working groups. The amendment expanded also significantly the competences of
Correspondents as well as the tasks of the IPEX Information Officer (webmaster), while including in the
Guidelines the principle of co-financing of the latter position by participating parliaments.

Document entitled The Role of IPEX'® was endorsed by the Secretaries General in February 2016. It
emphasised that IPEX is a project which, by organising human resources and providing technical means
for electronic information exchange, supports all EU-related activities of national parliaments and the
European Parliament. At the same time, it was indicated that although the platform is addressed to
parliamentary users, most of the content remains open to the general public. Finally, it was found that
IPEX has a triple function*: information channel, general reference portal, and institutional memory
of EU interparliamentary cooperation.

10 Documents of the Correspondents’ Meeting, Ljubljana 2011, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/calendar/082dbcc531612948013189818c49115c/fromHome

11 The forums, despite intensive promotion, were not used and were deleted from the Guidelines in 2023.

12 Cf. Final report of the Working Group on IPEX website improvement, 15.09.2015,
https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/download/file/082dbcc550caa5880150cc7f46af00d8/Attachement+4+-
+Final+report WG+Website 15.09.15.pdf

13 The Role of IPEX, Luxembourg 2016, https://ipexl.europarl.europa.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/download/file/082dbcc552a994f70152ab842d4a014d/THE+ROLE+OF+IPEX FINAL.pdf

14 Cf. Role of IPEX — a strategy for IPEX website and database, Warszawa, 17.06.2015, internal document of the
Chancellery of the Sejm, in which this triple function was propounded,
https://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/images/files/international/IPEX/Role%200f%20IPEX 19.06.15 EN FIN.pdf
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4.2. The next important documents that were supposed to improve the functioning of IPEX were the
IPEX Digital Strategy'® (referring to The Role of IPEX, 2016) approved by the Secretaries General in
February 2017, and the IPEX Work Programme 2017-2020 implementing the strategy®®.

The strategy, designed to ensure continuity of the Board's work in the situation of the rotating
Presidency, included a comprehensive plan for achieving and implementing the platform's goals set by
the EUSC and explained in other IPEX basic documents?’. It also took into account the key role of
Correspondents and defined methods for their active involvement in the implementation of the
strategy.

The three-year work program contained mandates for 3 working groups: for strengthening the IPEX
network, for developing IPEX promotion and for improving the IPEX digital system, which undertook
their work on the basis of information collected from Correspondents and users. Especially the 2nd
Users Conference in 2018 provided significant input®.

At the level of the IPEX Board, one of the topics of the debate was the issue of statistics and comparison
of data regarding national parliaments' documents on EU matters collected by IPEX, the Commission,
the European Parliament and the EU Council. The analysis showed that IPEX contains the widest set of
such documents (including documents not intendent for sending to EU institutions), however, the
identified problems with their search could not be solved within the existing database due to its
structure built on procedure®.

It is worth noting that after the adoption of the IPEX programming documents, the annual meetings of
Correspondents, previously focused on the exchange of experiences, gained new dynamics. During
subsequent meetings, discussions concerned, i.a., the direction of the platform’s development,
strategy for social media, shape of changes and new documents in the database?. A thematic debate
was held not pertaining to IPEX directly, namely debate on European functions of national parliaments,

15 A Digital Strategy for IPEX, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/download/file/082dbcc55a050e01015a3d3ffd553f3c/SECGEN+IPEX+Digital+Strategy+-+adopted.pdf

16 [IPEX Work Programme 2017-2020,

https://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/images/files/international/IPEX/ipex work programme 2017-20 en.pdf

17 IPEX basic documents listed in the Digital Strategy: IPEX Guidelines, Guidelines for Inter-Parliamentary
Cooperation in the EU, Speakers Conference and Secretaries General meetings conclusions on IPEX, document
The Role of IPEX.

18 Documents of the 2nd IPEX Users Conference, Stockholm 2018, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/calendar/082dbcc5619be9f501619df0156101d3/fromHome

19 See the description of the database and search issues that was the basis for discussion in the Board in:
Statistics concerning documents of national parliaments in the EC, EP, IPEX databases and in some reports,
24.09.2018, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/download/file/082dbcc5682ac32801682e024cc503de/IPEX_CONNECT EC comparison_24.09 Final .pdf
with 3 annexes (on the Board meeting page, 18.01.2019): Annex no. 1: Comparison of information on NPs’
documents and search possibilities in 3 databases, Annex no. 2: Statistics about RO in 4 databases”, Annex no.
3: Statistics about political dialogue documents of NPs (PDs) in 4 databases, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/calendar/082dbcc55f4b77c7015f4d2bf97000f6/fromHome

20 Overview of the IPEX Correspondents’ Meeting, Tallinn 2018, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/download/file/082dbcc567aa04310167acch52820253/2018 IPEX Correspondents Meeting overview.pdf
and documents of the Correspondents’ Meeting, Vienna 2019, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/calendar/8a8629a86bdbd4fa016c0083ccdf133a/fromHome
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including their communication function?. In 2021, the academia was invited to discuss ways of
developing the information provided by IPEX?.

In 2019, IPEX was launched on social media (profile @IPEXEU and hashtag #IPEXEU). The profile is most
frequently used by parliaments exercising the parliamentary dimension of the EU Council Presidency.

5. Platform modernisation 2021 - IPEX v3

The line of development indicated by the EUSC and the problems identified by Correspondents, users
and working groups of the IPEX Board formed the basis for creation of the third version of the IPEX
platform?,

5.1. IPEX v3 was launched on 24 July 2021, with a delay from the original plans due to the pandemic®*.
The website has been completely redesigned in a way that significantly increases its capabilities as an
information channel: the requirements of mobile devices have been taken into account, adding
subpages of subsequent interparliamentary conferences has been made easier as well as modifying
the structure of the website on an ongoing basis by adding/removing subsections (competence of the
IPEX Board), and the search options have been expanded. Correspondents and conferences’
secretariats have gained full control over the pace of publication, scope and attractiveness of the
information they provide. They can easily post — in addition to the text and documents, including all
categories of information not related to the Legislative Database or research and analytical articles —
also photos, graphics, links to broadcasts/videos, as well as share materials on social media.

New automatically generated sections have been added to the home page to help the user get a quick
overview of the most important information. “Important issues” are all kinds of documents and
information presented on the basis of a constantly updated list of keywords, and “Documents with
High Activity” - EU documents selected by means of an algorithm that takes into account the category
and number of national parliaments’ documents created in relation to a given EU document in a given
period.

The structure of the Legislative Database has been changed (now it is based on a document for
statistical reasons), but it contains the same information as in the previous version, both for the EU
document and the documents of national parliaments (including a graphical representation of the
scrutiny stage and a set of symbols: reasoned opinion, political dialogue, important information, veto).
The search criteria introduced in 2011 and 2014 have been retained, including yellow and orange card
thresholds, and a special search mechanism in time intervals for documents with a marked symbol,
sent by parliaments. Filtering options have been adapted to a new database structure.

21 See the presentation by Dr. K. Auel summarizing the research results: Europeanisation of National
Parliaments: Experiences and Best Practices, Tallinn 2018, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/download/file/082dbcc5675cc4c601675efd9c4501a6/K.+Auel+Presentation+IPEX+Tallinn.pdf

22 Documents of the IPEX Correspondents’ Meeting, Berlin 2021, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/calendar/8a8629a87715b7d5017715d94b390036/fromHome

23 presentation of the IPEX v3 at the Correspondents’ Meeting, Berlin 2021, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/download/file/082d29087cb80757017ce59143930230/99%20-%2020211028%20IPEX%20v3.pptx.
Report of the working group on improving the IPEX digital system, 02.07.2020, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/download/file/8a8629a874b90f58017544c¢111290794/5 2 b%20Activity%20report%200f%20the%20wor
kgroup%200n%20Improving%20the%20IPEX%20Digital%20System,%20Work%20program%20-%20final.pdf
24 Information on the implementation of IPEX v3: IPEX Report 2022, point 8, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/download/file/8a8629288625192f018625d332de0002/IPEX%20-
%20Draft%20Annual%20Report%202022.pdf



https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/download/file/082dbcc5675cc4c601675efd9c4501a6/K.+Auel+Presentation+IPEX+Tallinn.pdf
https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/download/file/082dbcc5675cc4c601675efd9c4501a6/K.+Auel+Presentation+IPEX+Tallinn.pdf
https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/calendar/8a8629a87715b7d5017715d94b390036/fromHome
https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/calendar/8a8629a87715b7d5017715d94b390036/fromHome
https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/download/file/082d29087cb80757017ce59143930230/99%20-%2020211028%20IPEX%20v3.pptx
https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/download/file/082d29087cb80757017ce59143930230/99%20-%2020211028%20IPEX%20v3.pptx
https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/download/file/8a8629a874b90f58017544c111290794/5_2_b%20Activity%20report%20of%20the%20workgroup%20on%20Improving%20the%20IPEX%20Digital%20System,%20Work%20program%20-%20final.pdf
https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/download/file/8a8629a874b90f58017544c111290794/5_2_b%20Activity%20report%20of%20the%20workgroup%20on%20Improving%20the%20IPEX%20Digital%20System,%20Work%20program%20-%20final.pdf
https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/download/file/8a8629a874b90f58017544c111290794/5_2_b%20Activity%20report%20of%20the%20workgroup%20on%20Improving%20the%20IPEX%20Digital%20System,%20Work%20program%20-%20final.pdf
https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/download/file/8a8629a88625192f018625d332de0002/IPEX%20-%20Draft%20Annual%20Report%202022.pdf
https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/download/file/8a8629a88625192f018625d332de0002/IPEX%20-%20Draft%20Annual%20Report%202022.pdf
https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/download/file/8a8629a88625192f018625d332de0002/IPEX%20-%20Draft%20Annual%20Report%202022.pdf

Significant changes include expanded search options. Full-text searches are now possible in all sections
of the site, and searches by institution and time intervals have been introduced in the News,
Conferences and Parliaments sections. Calendar search options have been expanded. Unfortunately,
there is no proper categorisation or substantive (subject) description of parliamentary documents and
materials published outside the Legislative Database, which makes searching difficult. The adopted
concept of keywords and important issues generated on the basis of such keywords also raises
concerns.

The costs of this comprehensive reform were fully borne by the European Parliament.

5.2. The new structure and capabilities of the IPEX v3 platform, as well as the additional tasks of
Correspondents, were reflected in the amendment to the IPEX Guidelines approved in Prague on 6
February 2023. The Preamble to the Guidelines was revised in accordance with the 2019 EUSC demand
that "the IPEX platform is to be a one-stop shop for interparliamentary information exchange on EU
matters and a reliable source of public information". The status of the parliaments of the EU candidate
countries has also been clarified.

Taking into account the technical possibilities of creating new sections and subpages, as well as of self-
uploading of information by conferences’ secretariats or other formats of interparliamentary
cooperation, Article 7a has been added to the Guidelines, indicating the entities that may contribute
to the IPEX platform, specifying their responsibility for the content uploaded or provided and the
responsibility of the Board for defining the rules governing the insertion or delivery of the content.

The list of Correspondents' tasks was supplemented, including those related to publishing
parliamentary documents/information not relating to a specific EU document in the Legislative
Database, as well as analyses and research information.

6. Cooperation of the Sejm within IPEX

The Sejm participated in the work on IPEX project, first in the period 2004-2006, and then from 2010
to the present. Since the very beginning, the Sejm's information on its scrutiny of EU documents has
been uploaded to IPEX on a regular basis, due to the EDL-S database (European Legislative Documents
in the Sejm)*, which was created and developed in view of the IPEX information needs, with an English
menu and information in English about the EU Affairs Committee decisions, showing the entire scrutiny
procedure of a given document both in the Committee and in plenary. The Sejm has always been and
still remains at the forefront when it comes to the number of scrutinised EU documents, information
about which is connected to IPEX.

Since 2010, an official of the Chancellery of the Sejm has been an active member of the IPEX Board and
its working groups, participating in the creation of the IPEX digital strategy, in the work on the IPEX v2
website (including the IPEX glossary, basic editorial rules, statistical analysis of national parliaments’
documents in European databases), in the debate on the role of IPEX, the latest digital reform (v3) and
the revision of the IPEX Guidelines.

25 EDL-S database, https://www.sejm.gov.pl/Sejm10.nsf/EDLS.xsp?lang=EN, cf. also Documents of the Sejm in
IPEX, European Commission and European Parliament databases, OIDE Information, February 2014,
https://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/images/files/informacja oide/io01 11 02 14.pdf
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7. Final remarks

IPEX, created as a tool for the exchange of information of national parliaments on EU matters,
especially on EU documents, gradually expanded its scope: it collected webpages of permanent
interparliamentary conferences, introduced "News" section, a scheme of information on internal
procedures of parliaments on EU matters, tried to develop the most effective search tools. Currently,
in a modernized and more visually attractive version, it can provide all categories of parliamentary
documents and information on EU issues. All these changes bring IPEX closer to achieving the goal set
by the EUSC, which is to act as a one-stop-shop for the exchange of interparliamentary EU information.
However, before IPEX fully implements this plan, it will have to face several challenges that the nature
of this publication does not allow to discuss in detail.

Generally speaking, an internal audit and reflection on how the solutions of the last reform actually
work are needed at this stage: it is necessary, among other things, to effectively implement all
innovations, provide a set of search tools for parliamentary documents and information published on
the platform outside the Legislative Database, ensure full implementation of the new provisions of the
IPEX Guidelines. It would also be important to look at the specific ways in which IPEX v3 implements
the objectives set out in the "IPEX Digital Strategy", including, inter alia, solutions guaranteeing the
functioning of the platform as an information channel, an institutional memory of the EU
interparliamentary cooperation and a reference portal .

Key questions remain about the mechanisms ensuring the flow of information to the database, and
especially about the involvement of Correspondents. Have Correspondents, and now also other
authorised entities, been equipped with tools enabling them to put into effect the various possibilities
of IPEX v3, are parliamentary administrations aware of the new tasks and are they ready to support
Correspondents and other officials in their implementation?

IPEX was established and developed as a non-institutionalised interparliamentary cooperation on EU
matters. This concept worked well in a situation where the essential element of the platform was the
Legislative Database, which assumed a kind of "automatism" in uploading of information by
Correspondents. Will it also work at the current stage, when IPEX cooperation — not supported by its
own administrative structures — requires from national parliaments much more work and awareness
of the goals pursued? This seems to be within the capabilities of cooperating parliaments.

Regina Wasowicz — international affairs specialist, Bureau of Research of the Chancellery of the Sejm,
IPEX Correspondent

The opinions expressed in this article are the sole responsibility of the author.

26 A Digital Strategy for IPEX, points 3.2 and 3.3, p. 6-7, https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-
WEB/download/file/082dbcc55a050e01015a3d3ffd553f3¢c/SECGEN+IPEX+Digital+Strategy+-+adopted.pdf
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