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Newsletter of the EUROPEAN INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION CENTRE (Biuletyn OIDE), published also 
on the Centre’s website, contains a monthly review of the Sejm’s activities relating to Poland’s membership of the 
EU. Slightly more extensive on-line bulletin includes also links to full texts and databases, marked  
in the paper version by underlining. 

 
 
 

EU DOCUMENTS IN THE SEJM 

 
  
In October 2015 the EU Affairs Committee (SUE) held 2 meetings: no. 360 and 361. During these meetings the 

Committee: 

 scrutinised 30 EU documents: 
o pursuant to Art. 7(4) of the Cooperation Act – 3 EU draft legislative acts concerning: amendments 

to Directive 2003/87/EC to enhance cost-effective emission reductions and low-carbon 
investments; establishment of an EU common list of safe countries of origin for the purposes of 
Directive 2013/32/EU on common procedures for granting and withdrawing international 
protection and establishing a crisis relocation mechanism and amendment to Regulation (EU) No 
604/2013 establishing the criteria and mechanisms for determining the Member State responsible 
for examining an application for international protection lodged in one of the Member States by a 
third country national or a stateless person, 

o pursuant to Art. 151(1) of the Sejm Standing Orders and Art. 3(2) of the Cooperation Act – 7 
European Commission documents (4 reports and 3 communications) concerning i.a. public 
procurement rules in connection with the current asylum crisis, market assessment on mains-
voltage lamps or the operation of directive on the application of patients' rights in cross-border 
healthcare, 

o pursuant to Art. 8(2) of the Cooperation Act – 20 EU draft legal acts concerning i.a. agreements 
between the EU and selected countries on the short-stay visa waiver, agreements between the 
EU and selected countries on the certain aspects of air services or the position to be taken on 
behalf of the EU within the Council for TRIPS and the General Council of the World Trade 
Organisation, 
 

 adopted three opinions concerning draft EU acts (opinions no. 70, 71 and 72); opinion no. 72 
concerned non-compliance of the document COM(2015) 450 with the principle of subsidiarity and was 
transmitted together with opinion no. 71 (concerning the same document) to the presidents of EC, EP 
and Council, 

 issued a positive opinion on the candidature of Maciej Berk for member of the European Court of 
Auditors (opinion no. 69, mtg no. 360), 

 considered draft and adopted report of the Subcommittee ad hoc on EU free trade agreements with 
third countries – TIPP, CETA, TISA (mtg no. 361), 

 considered draft and adopted report of the EU Affairs Committee on the activities during the Sejm's 
7th term of office (mtg no. 361). 
 

In October 2015 information on and documents of SUE meetings no. 360 and 361, provided by the EU Affairs 

Committee secretariat, were published in the EDL-S (European Legislative Documents in the Sejm) and IPEX 
databases. 
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WORK IN COMMITTEES 
 

 
Agriculture and Rural Development Committee  

 08.10.2015, adopted the motions under the Art. 157 of Standing Orders of the Sejm to submit a query 

to the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development (ARD), i.a, concerning the information regarding 
the drastic reduction of subsidies for legumes from 239 EUR per hectare to 100 EUR per hectare; 
considered the information of the ARD Minister on the participation in the activities of the Agriculture 
and Fisheries Council in period 2011-2015; considered the information of the ARD Minister on 
financing of the agriculture and rural development in period 2011-2015 (mtg no. 289); 

 08.10.2015, took note of the presentation by Dr. P. Wojciechowski from Faculty of Law and 

Administration at the University of Warsaw entitled: „EU and national legislation on  official controls of 
food" (mtg no. 290). 
 

 
IMPLEMENTATION OF EU LAW – UST DATABASE 

 
In October 2015 

 the following acts implementing EU law have been adopted [paper no.]: 

o Act of 9 October 2015 amending the act on payment periods in commercial transactions, the act 
– Civil Code and some other acts [3760], 

o Act of 9 October 2015 amending the act on personal income tax, act on corporate income tax 
and some other acts [3697], 

o Act of 9 October 2015 amending the act on providing information on the environment and 
environmental protection, public participation in environmental protection and on environmental 
impact assessment and some other acts [3677], 

o Act of 9 October 2015 on biocidal products [3670], 
o Act of 9 October 2015 amending the Act - Penal Code and some other acts [3659]. 

 

 the following acts implementing EU law have been published [paper no.]: 

o Act of 11 September 2015 amending the act on inland water shipping [3747], 
o Act of 11 September 2015 amending the act - Energy law and some other acts [3590], 
o Act of 11 September 2015 amending the act on copyright and related rights and the act on 

gambling [3449], 
o Act of 11 September 2015 amending the act on rail transport and the act on public transport 

[3427], 
o Act of 11 September 2015 on waste electrical and electronic equipment [3244], 
o Act of 10 September 2015 amending the act - Tax Ordinance and some other acts [3462], 
o Act of 10 September 2015 amending the act on protection of foreigners on the territory of the 

Republic of Poland and some other acts [3433], 
o Act of 5 August 2015 amending the act – Aviation law [3663], 
o Act of 5 August 2015 amending the act on maritime areas of the Republic of Poland and maritime 

administration and some other acts [3661], 
o Act of 5 August 2015 on maritime labour [3645], 
o Act of 5 August 2015 on the macro-prudential oversight of the financial system and crisis 

management in the financial system [3576],[3595]. 
 
 

 

SUBSIDIARITY CHECK IN NATIONAL PARLIAMENTS 

 
 

Subsidiarity scrutiny in October – reasoned opinions 

(Information from IPEX database as of 03.11.2015) 

Draft legislative act 
Deadline for 
subsidiarity scrutiny 

Adoption / 
transmission of 
reasoned opinion 

Chamber / parliament 
(country) 

COM(2015) 450* 09.11.2015 

22.10.2015 / - Senate (Czech Republic) 

14.10.2015 / 23.10.2015 
Chamber of Deputies 

(Czech Republic) 
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In October 2015, 7 draft legislative acts were subject to subsidiarity scrutiny. As of 3 November 2015, the national 
parliaments submitted 2 reasoned opinions on the non-compliance of the scrutinised draft acts with the subsidiarity 

principle. 
More information on reasoned opinions and proposals – Biuletyn OIDE on-line 
 
* In September to the document COM(2015) 450 one reasoned opinion was submitted - see the previous Biuletyn OIDE. 

 

 
INTERPARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION 
 
 
19 October 2015, Luxembourg, Meeting of the Chairpersons of the Committees on Social Affairs 

o "Moving forward for the social Triple A": integrate the social dimension in all European Union policies 
o Working groups (Common social values, Further socialisation of the European Semester) 
o Plenary session: presentation of the working groups' conclusions and debate 

 
13 October 2015, Brussels, Inter-parliamentary committee meeting on "Unfulfilled Millennium Development 
Goals and the implementation of the newly-agreed Sustainable Development Goals" 

o Assessment of the level of accomplishment of the Millennium Development Goals 
o Implementation of the newly-agreed Sustainable Development Goals 

 
13 October 2015, Brussels, Inter-parliamentary committee meeting on "Trans-European transport network 
(TEN-T) including cross-border links" 

o Implementation of TEN-T projects 
o TEN-T funding 

 

 
RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

 

 

ON THE OIDE WEBSITE 

In the section EU Documents in the Sejm 

Statistics about reasoned opinions and political dialogue 

 

In the section OIDE Notes 

Interinstitutional agreement on better regulation 

 

Following sections have been updated 

 

Bibliographies: The national parliaments' position in the EU under the Lisbon Treaty, National parliaments in the 

EU - new publications 

 
LATEST DEBATES – COMMENTS 

 
Selected articles on the current political and economic issues in the EU from the specialist periodicals available  
on-line (accessed 06.11.2015) 

 Bechev D.: Russia in the Balkans: How should the EU respond?, „Policy Brief", European Policy Centre, 
12.10.2015. 

 Blockmans S., Weiss S.: Will Cameron get what he wants? Anticipating reactions to Britain's EU reform 
proposals, „Commentary", Centre for European Policy Studies, 29.10.2015. 

 Bond I.: Eastern mess: The EU's partners need attention, „Bulletin" iss. 104 October/November 2015, 
Centre for European Reform. 

 Donatelli L., Zoppè A.: The Advisory European Fiscal Board, „At a glance", European Parliament, 

European Parliamentary Research Service, 22.10.2015. 

 Drachenberg R., S. Finance de: Outcome of the European Council of 15 October 2015, „Post-European 
Council Briefing", European Parliamentary Research Service, European Parliament, October 2015. 

 Emmanouilidis J.A.: Europe's reactive and protective muddling through: the results of a summit in fire-
fighting mode, „Post-Summit Analysis", European Policy Centre, 19.10.2015. 

 Erbach G.: Stosunek Unii Europejskiej do konferencji klimatycznej w Paryżu, „W skrócie", European 
Parliament, European Parliamentary Research Service, 09.10.2015. 

 Giuli M.: Getting energy diplomacy right: a challenge starting at home, „Commentary", European Policy 
Centre, 23.10.2015. 

 Hedberg A.: Nord Stream II – Another test for EU unity, „Commentary", European Policy Centre, 
09.10.2015. 
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 James H.: Completing the Union: Is the European Energy Union Really Real?, „European Policy Analysis" 

iss. 2015:25, Swedish Institute for European Policy Studies, October 2015. 

 Kugiel P.: EU-India Strategic Partnership Needs a Reality Check, „PISM Policy Paper" nr 35 (137), Polski 
Instytut Spraw Międzynarodowych, 28.10.2015. 

 Monteleone S., Puccio L.: The CJEU's Schrems ruling on the Safe Harbour Decision, „At a glance", 

European Parliament, European Parliamentary Research Service, 26.10.2015. 

 Negreiro M.: Europejski jednolity rynek telekomunikacyjny, „W skrócie", European Parliament, European 
Parliamentary Research Service, 20.10.2015. 

 Poptcheva E.-M.: Reforma europejskiego prawa wyborczego, „W skrócie", European Parliament, 
European Parliamentary Research Service, 20.10.2015. 

 Schmidt J.: Joining up or falling apart: towards a networked communications model for EU foreign policy, 
„Policy Brief", European Policy Centre, 01.10.2015. 

 Siddi M.: The EU-Russia gas relationship: New projects, new disputes?, „Briefing Paper" no. 183 (2015), 
Finnish Institute of International Affairs, 01.10.2015. 

 Szczepański M.: Economic impact on the EU of sanctions over Ukraine conflict, „Briefing", European 
Parliamentary Research Service, European Parliament, 14.10.2015. 

 Tenhunen S.: The European Council and the UN Climate Change Conference in Paris 2015 (COP 21): 
European Council in Action, „At a glance", European Parliament, European Parliamentary Research 
Service, 21.10.2015. 

 Valiante D.: Light and shadows in Europe's new Action Plan for Capital Markets Union, „ECMI 
Commentary" No. 40/5, Centre for European Policy Studies, 06.10.2015. 

 Wąsiński M.: Europa pozostawiona w tyle: Partnerstwo Transpacyficzne i jego znaczenie dla UE, „Biuletyn 
PISM" nr 89 (1326), Polski Instytut Spraw Międzynarodowych, 19.10.2015. 

 Widuto A.: Przegląd strategii „Europa 2020" a polityka spójności, „W skrócie", European Parliament, 
European Parliamentary Research Service, 20.10.2015. 

 
Migration crisis in EU 

 

 Apap J., Orav A.: Safe countries of origin. Proposed common EU list, „Briefing - EU Legislation in 
Progress", European Parliamentary Research Service, European Parliament, 08.10.2015. 

 Carrera S., Guild E.: Can the new refugee relocation system work? Perils in the Dublin logic and flawed 
reception conditions in the EU, „Policy Brief" no. 332, Centre for European Policy Studies, October 2015. 

 Carrera S.: To adopt refugee quotas or not: Is that the question?, „Commentary", Centre for European 
Policy Studies, 02.10.2015. 

 Dufour N.: No Economic Migrants, Only "Real" Refugees: France's Conditional Solidarity with the EU, 

„Bulletin PISM" no. 96 (828), Polski Instytut Spraw Międzynarodowych, 23.10.2015. 

 Elman P.: From Blame Game to Cooperation: EU-Turkey Response to the Syrian Refugee Crisis, „PISM 
Policy Paper" nr 34 (138), Polski Instytut Spraw Międzynarodowych, 15.10.2015. 

 Ivanov D.: Legislation on emergency relocation of asylum-seekers in the EU, „Briefing", European 
Parliamentary Research Service, European Parliament, 14.10.2015. 

 Kaca E.: Polityka sąsiedztwa nie zażegna kryzysu uchodźczego, „Biuletyn PISM" nr 90 (1327), Polski 
Instytut Spraw Międzynarodowych. 20.10.2015. 

 Pascouau Y.: The October 2015 European Council and migration: no news, good news?, „Commentary", 
European Policy Centre, 19.10.2015. 

 Zuleeg F.: A Common Refugee Integration Fund, „Commentary", European Policy Centre, 15.10.2015. 
 

 
More publications’ review: 

Biuletyn OIDE on-line 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
European Information and Documentation Centre of the Sejm Library supports parliamentarians in searching for 
European documents and information as well as provides information on all aspects of the Sejm’s activities relating 
to Poland’s membership of the EU.  
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