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Newsletter of the EUROPEAN INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION CENTRE (Biuletyn OIDE), published also 
on the Centre’s website, contains a monthly review of the Sejm’s activities relating to Poland’s membership of the 
EU. Slightly more extensive on-line bulletin includes also links to full texts and databases, marked  
in the paper version by underlining. 
 

 
EU DOCUMENTS IN THE SEJM 
 
 
In February 2016 the EU Affairs Committee (SUE) held 9 meetings: no. 23-31. During these meetings the 

Committee: 

 scrutinised 69 EU documents:  
o pursuant to Art. 7(4) of the Cooperation Act – 11 EU draft legislative acts concerning i.a. certain 

aspects concerning contracts for the online and other distance sales of goods, certain aspects 
concerning contracts for the supply of digital content or European Border and Coast Guard, 

o pursuant to Art. 151(1) of the Sejm Standing Orders and Art. 3(2) of the Cooperation Act – 20 
European Commission documents (8 reports, 10 communications, 1 joint decision and 1 
recommendation) concerning i.a. the participation of the European Union in various 
organisations for cooperation to prevent and counter terrorism, EU enlargement strategy or 
European Aviation Safety Programme, 

o pursuant to Art. 11(1) of the Cooperation Act – EU documents, which were to be discussed by 
Economic and Financial Affairs Council, Agriculture and Fisheries Council, Transport, 
Telecommunication and Energy Council, Justice and Home Affairs Council, Competitiveness 
Council and Environment Council, 

o pursuant to Art. 8(2) of the Cooperation Act – 14 EU draft legal acts concerning i.a. the 
conclusion of the cooperation agreement on partnership and development between the EU and 
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the conclusion of the agreement between the EU and New 
Zealand on cooperation and mutual administrative assistance in customs matters or 
mobilisation of the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund, 

 adopted positive opinions on the candidatures of:  
o Jarosław Starzyk for the position of Permanent Representative of the Republic of Poland to the 

European Union (opinion no. 5, mtg no. 25), 
o Piotr Nowak for the position of member of the European Investment Bank Board of Directors 

(opinion no. 6, mtg no. 30), 

 heard information on human trafficking in the digital era, presented by Secretary of State in the Ministry 
of the Interior and Administration Jakub Skiba (mtg no. 27), 

 held the first reading of the deputies' draft resolution on Poland's immigration policy (paper no. 230, mtg 
no. 29), 

 considered deputies' draft resolution on immigration policy of Poland in the EU forum (paper no. 18, mtg 
no. 29). 

 
In February 2016 information on and documents of SUE meetings no. 23, 24, 26-28, 30 and 31, provided by the 

EU Affairs Committee secretariat, were published in the EDL-S (European Legislative Documents in the Sejm) and 
IPEX databases. 
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WORK IN COMMITTEES 
 
 

 
Agriculture and Rural Development Committee 
 

 10.02.2016, adopted desideratum addressed to the Prime Minister concerning implementation of the 

2014/40/EU directive, so called Tobacco Products Directive; took note of the information of the Minister 
of Agriculture and Rural Development (ARD) on the schedule of implementation of the Rural 
Development Programme for 2014-2020 in 2016 (mtg no. 13);  

 09.02.2016, considered the information of the Minister of ARD on introduction of instruments supporting 

tobacco production with national resources in the framework of the Rural Development Programme within 
the New Financial Perspective 2014-2020 and on defence of interests of Polish producers of tobacco; 
considered the information of the Minister of Health on state of play of the implementation of the Tobacco 
Products Directive, and, in particular, the bill on the protection of health against the effects of using 
tobacco and tobacco products; began consideration of a draft desideratum on implementation of the 
Tobacco Products Directive (mtg no. 12).  
 

 
IMPLEMENTATION OF EU LAW – UST DATABASE 

 
In February 2016 

 

 the following bills implementing EU law have been referred to the first reading [paper no.]: 

o Government bill amending the act on explosives for civil uses and some other acts [275], 
o Government bill on conformity assessment systems and market surveillance [248], 
o Government bill amending the act on identification and registration of animals [245], 
o Government bill on safety of trade of explosives precursors [217]. 

 

 the following acts implementing EU law have been adopted [paper no.]: 

o Act of 26 February 2016 amending the act on investment funds and some other acts [69],[70], 
o Act of 25 February 2016 amending the act on radio and television broadcasting [203], 
o Act of 25 February 2016 on the re-use of public sector information [141]. 

 
 

 

SUBSIDIARITY CHECK IN NATIONAL PARLIAMENTS 

 
 

Subsidiarity scrutiny in February 

(Information from IPEX database as of 08.03.2016) 

Draft legislative act 
Deadlinbe for 

subsidiarity scrutiny 
Adoption / transmission 

of reasoned opinion 
Chamber / parliament 

(country) 

COM(2015) 595 02.02.2016 02.02.2016 / - Senate (France) 

COM(2015) 613 02.03.2016 

16.02.2016 / -  Senate (Italy) 

- / 01.03.2016 
Chamber of 

Representants (Malta) 

COM(2015) 634 08.03.2016 - / 07.03.2016 Senate (France) 

COM(2015) 635 08.03.2016 - / 07.03.2016 Senate (France) 

 
In February 2016, 28 draft legislative acts were subject to subsidiarity scrutiny. As of 8 March 2016, the national 

parliaments submitted 5 reasoned opinions on the non-compliance of the scrutinised draft acts with the subsidiarity 
principle. 
 
More information on reasoned opinions and proposals – Biuletyn OIDE on-line 
 
* In January 2016 to the document COM(2015) 595 another reasoned opinion was submitted - see the previous Biuletyn OIDE – 
January 2016. 
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INTERPARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION 

 
 
23 February 2016, Brussels, Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on "Toward the NATO Summit in 
Warsaw" and "Conflicts in the MENA region" 
 
17 February 2016, Brussels, Workshop on "New rules for contracts in the digital environment" with the 
participation of EU National Parliaments 

 
16-17 February 2016, Brussels, European Parliamentary Week 2016 

 

 European Semester 

 Interparliamentary Conference on Stability, Economic Coordination and Governance in the European 
Union (IPC SECG) 

 
7-8 February 2016, Hague, Meeting of the Chairpersons of COSAC 
 

More information on interparliamentary cooperation in February 2016 – Biuletyn OIDE on-line 

 
RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

 
 

NEW ON THE OIDE WEBSITE 

 

In the section OIDE Notes 

New settlement for the United Kingdom in the EU, Energy union 

 

Following sections have been updated 

OIDE Notes: EU Agency for Fundamental Rights, TTIP - Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership, EU 

programme on migration and refugees, European Semester - course of coordination cycle at the level of the Union 

and Poland (2011-2016) 

 

LATEST DEBATES - COMMENTS 

Selected articles on the current political and economic issues in the EU from the specialist periodicals available 

on-line (accessed 04.03.2016)   

 

 Anghel S.E., Bacian I.Z.: Implementation of the Lisbon Treaty provisions on the Common Security and 
Defence Policy (CSDP), „Briefing. European Council Briefing", European Parliament - European 
Parliamentary Research Service, February 2016. 

 Bénassy-Quéré A. i inn.: Which fiscal union for the euro area?, "Policy Contribution" iss. 5, Bruegel, 

February 2016. 

 Bendiek A., Schmieg E.: European Union Data Protection and External Trade. Having the Best of Both 
Worlds?, „SWP Comment" no. 2016/C 11, Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, February 2016. 

 Carrera S., Hertog L. den: A European Border and Coast Guard: Fit for purpose?, „Commentary", Centre 

for European Policy Studies, 24.02.2016. 

 Cîrlig C.-C.: Financing of CSDP missions and operations, „At a glance", European Parliament - European 

Parliamentary Research Service, February 2016. 

 Drachenberg R., Grant T.: Outcome of the European Council of 18-19 February 2016, „Briefing. Post-

European Council Briefing", European Parliament - European Parliamentary Research Service, February 
2016. 

 Finance S. de: The European Council and Banking Union, „Briefing. European Council in Action", 

European Parliament - European Parliamentary Research Service, February 2016. 

 Gawlikowska-Fyk A. i inn.: Pakiet gazowy: kolejny etap starań o wzmocnienie odporności energetycznej 
UE, „Biuletyn PISM" nr 9 (1359), Polski Instytut Spraw Międzynarodowych, 03.02.2016. 

 Gawlikowska-Fyk A., Michalak J.: Efekt domina: porozumienie paryskie a reforma europejskiego systemu 
handlu uprawnieniami do emisji gazów cieplarnianych, „Biuletyn PISM" nr 13 (1363), Polski Instytut Spraw 
Międzynarodowych, 10.02.2016. 

 Giuli M.: The energy security package: significant overhaul or business as usual?, „Commentary", 

European Policy Centre, 24.02.2016. 



4 

 

 Hüttl P., Schoenmaker D.: Should the 'outs' join the European banking union?, "Policy Contribution" iss. 

3, Bruegel, February 2016. 

 Kaca E.: Schengen's Future in Light of the Refugee Crisis, „PISM Strategic File" nr 2 (84), Polski Instytut 

Spraw Międzynarodowych, 12.02.2016. 

 Llaudes S.: Juncker: no time for business as usual?, „Analyses of the Elcano Royal Institute" iss. 15/2016, 

Royal Institute Elcano, 05.02.2016. 

 Pape M.: The Atlantic Action Plan, „At a glance", European Parliament - European Parliamentary Research 

Service, February 2016. 

 Poptcheva E.-M.: Article 50 TEU: Withdrawal of a Member State from the EU, „Briefing", European 

Parliament - European Parliamentary Research Service, February2016. 

 Szpala M.: Serbia: kandydat do UE, "INFOS. Zagadnienia społeczno-gospodarcze" nr 4(208), Biuro Analiz 

Sejmowych, 25.02.2016. 

 Ujvari B.: Green Diplomacy Network – What is in a name?, „Commentary", European Policy Centre, 

29.02.2016. 
 

BREXIT 

 

 Bertoncini Y. i inn.: The EU-UK Agreement: much ado about (almost) nothing?, „Tribune", Notre Europe - 
Jacques Delors Institute, 25.02.2016. 

 Borońska-Hryniewiecka K.: A Win-Win Situation? What to Make of the EU-UK Deal, „PISM Strategic File" 

nr 3 (84), Polski Instytut Spraw Międzynarodowych, 22.02.2016. 

 Burke C. i inn.: Life on the Edge: EFTA and the EEA as a Future for the UK in Europe, „European Public 

Law" iss. 1, (2016) 22, s. 69–96. 

 Emerson M.: The Final Brexit Question The known Plan A to remain or the unknown Plan B to leave, 

„CEPS Working Document" no. 418, Centre for European Policy Studies, February 2016. 

 Gee G. i inn.: Leaving the EU? The Legal Impact of 'Brexit' on the United Kingdom, „European Public Law" 

iss. 1, (2016) 22, s. 51–56. 

 Ham P. van: Brexit: Strategic Consequences for Europe. A Scenario Study, „Clingendael Report", 

Netherlands Institute of International Relations 'Clingendael', February 2016. 

 Łazowski A.: EU Withdrawal: Good Business for British Business?, „European Public Law" iss. 1, (2016) 

22, s. 115–129. 

 Miller V. i inn.: EU referendum: UK proposals, legal impact of an exit and alternatives to membership, 

„Commons Briefing paper" no. 07214, House of Commons Library, 12.02.2016. 

 Miller V.: EU referendum: UK's EU reform negotiations and the Tusk package, „Commons Briefing paper" 

no. 7497, House of Commons Library, 09.02.2016. 

 Nicolaides Ph. i inn.: The New Deal with the United Kingdom: the Downside of Flexibility, „Bruges 
European Economic Policy briefing" no. 38, College of Europe, February 2016. 

 Oliver T.: Why the EU Referendum Will Not be the End of the Story, The Federal Trust, February 2016. 

 Pertusot V.: Rushing to a deal on the UK could be ill-thought-out for the EU, Institut francais des relations 

internationales, February 2016. 

 Poptcheva E.-M., Eatock D.: The UK's 'new settlement' in the European Union: Renegotiation and 
referendum, „In-Depth Analysis", European Parliament - European Parliamentary Research Service, 
February 2016. 

 Wall S.: Leaving the EU?, „European Public Law" iss. 1, (2016) 22, s. 57–67. 

 Weiss S., Blockmans S.: The EU deal to avoid Brexit:Take it or leave, „CEPS Special Report" no. 131, 

Centre for European Policy Studies, February 2016. 

 Zuleeg F.: Brexit averted through EU reform?, „Post-Summit Commentary", European Policy Centre, 
22.02.2016. 

 
More publications’ review: 

Biuletyn OIDE on-line 
 
 

 
 
European Information and Documentation Centre of the Sejm Library supports parliamentarians in searching for 
European documents and information as well as provides information on all aspects of the Sejm’s activities relating 
to Poland’s membership of the EU.  
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