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EUROPEAN DEBATES AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE SEJM

24 February 2017 - the Sejm accepted the information on the Republic of Poland's participation in the activities of
the European Union in July-December 2016, during the Slovak Presidency of the EU Council - resolution. The
information was earlier debated in plenary on 10 February 2017, with participation of the Secretary of State in
Foreign Affairs Ministry, Konrad Szymanski (verbatim record/PL, p. 24).

9 February 2017 - the Sejm heard information of the Minister of Foreign Affairs on the tasks of the Polish foreign
policy in 2017 and held the debate (verbatim record/PL, p. 17).

EU DOCUMENTS IN THE SEJM

In February 2017 the EU Affairs Committee (SUE) held 7 meetings: no. 108-114. During these meetings the
Committee:

e scrutinised 66 EU documents:

o pursuant to Art. 7(4) of the Cooperation Act — 18 EU draft legislative acts concerning i.a.: risk-
preparedness in the electricity sector; macro-financial assistance to Moldova or European travel
information and authorisation system (ETIAS),

o pursuant to Art. 151(1) of the Sejm Standing Orders and Art. 3(2) of the Cooperation Act — 33 EC
documents (7 communications, 19 reports, 2 joint communication, 1 joint report, 1 decision, 1
proposal for a regulation, 1 proposal for a directive and 1 proposal for a decision) concerning i.a.,
implementation of the circular economy action plan; European Research Area; operationalisation
of the European Border and Coast Guard,

o pursuant to Art. 11(1) of the Cooperation Act — EU documents, which were to be discussed by
Competitiveness Council, Economic and Financial Affairs Council, Employment, Social Policy,
Health and Consumer Affairs Council and Environmental Council,

o pursuant to Art. 8(2) of the Cooperation Act — 8 EU draft legal acts concerning i.a., prolonging
temporary internal border control in exceptional circumstances putting the overall functioning of
the Schengen area at risk; mobilisation of the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund or
application of the provisions of the Schengen acquis in the area of the Schengen Information
System in the Republic of Croatia,

e scrutinized: information on the results of the European Council meeting held on 3 February 2017,
information on the Foreign Affairs Council meeting planned for 6 March 2017 and information on the
European Council meeting planned for 9-10 March 2017. Information was presented by Secretary of State
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Konrad Szymanski (mtg no. 114).

In February 2017 information on and documents of SUE meetings no. 108-113, provided by the EU Affairs
Committee secretariat, were published in the EDL-S (European Legislative Documents in the Sejm) and |[PEX
databases.


http://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/images/files/uchwaly8/resolution_24.02.2017_en.pdf
http://www.sejm.gov.pl/Sejm8.nsf/posiedzenie.xsp?view=2&posiedzenie=35&dzien=3
http://www.sejm.gov.pl/Sejm8.nsf/posiedzenie.xsp?view=2&posiedzenie=35&dzien=2

WORK IN COMMITTEES

Foreign Affairs Committee
e 08.02.2017, took note of the information on the Minister of Foreign Affairs' exposé theses (Brexit
conditions, two-speed Europe, plans for the EU reform, amending the Treaties, redefinition of the
European institutions, assistance to refugees) (mtg no. 57);

Agriculture and Rural Development Committee

e 23.02.2017, took note of the information of the Secretary of State in the Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Development on the competitiveness of the production of tobacco in the EU internal market (mtg
no. 155);

e 23.02.2017, took note of the information of the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development (ARD)
on perspectives of development of the beet sugar market for Polish farmers' taking into account the
competitiveness of beet sugar production in the internal market of the EU (mtg no. 155);

e 09.02.2017, considered the information of the Minister of ARD on the financing of the CAP in the
framework of national support instruments and the EU budget (mtg no. 119);

e 09.02.2017, considered the information of the Minister of ARD on the implementation of the Rural
Development Programme for 2014-2020, with due account of changes (mtg no. 119);

e 08.02.2017, considered the information of the Minister of ARD and Minister of the Development and
Finance on the plans and proposals for CAP and the Cohesion Policy changes after 2020 (mtg no.
117);

e 08.02.2017, considered the information of the Minister of ARD concerning the public consultation on
the CAP after 2020 conducted by the European Commission (mtg no. 117);
08.02.2017, considered the information of the Minister of ARD on changes in the system of direct
payments related to the process of the UK leaving the EU (mtg no. 117);

Digitalisation, Innovation and New Technologies Committee
e (08.02.2017, considered the information on the development of e-government and information society
in the light of the Central Statistical Office and the Ministry of Digitalization. In the presentantion, the
results were compared with the last year's EC's report on digital progress in the EU (DESI index),
which briefly shows the digital development of the EU (mtg no. 48);

Infrastructure Committee
e 09.02.2017, appointed the standing subcommittee on the monitoring of use of the EU founds for
infrastructure (mtg no. 64);
e 08.02.2017, considered the information of the Supreme Audit Office on the control results of the Long-
Term Railway Investment Programme within the EU financial perspective 2007-2013 (mtg no. 62);

Economy and Development Committee, Local Government and Regional Policy Committee and Health
Committee
e 22.02.2017, discussed methods of the EU funds accounting used by entrepreneurs operating in the
health care, who will not be included in the so-called network of hospitals (GOR mtg no. 61, STR mtg
no. 98, ZDR mtg no. 63).

IMPLEMENTATION OF EU LAW - UST DATABASE

In February 2017 the following bill implementing EU law has been referred to the first reading [paper no.]:
e  Government bill on working time on inland waterway vessels [1210].

SUBSIDIARITY CHECK IN NATIONAL PARLIAMENTS

Subsidiarity scrutiny in February
(Information from IPEX database as of 02.03.2017)

R Deadline for Adoption / transmission | Chamber / parliament
Draft legislative act S . L
subsidiarity scrutiny of reasoned opinion (country)
COM(2016) 821 14.03.2017 21.02.2017 / - el sl
(France)
COM(2016) 822 20.03.2017 21.02.2017 / - National Assembly

(France)



In February 2017, 33 draft legislative acts were subject to subsidiarity scrutiny. As of 2 March 2017, the national
parliaments submitted 2 reasoned opinions on the non-compliance of the scrutinised draft acts with the subsidiarity
principle.

INTERPARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION

28 February 2017, Brussels, Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on "The third reform of the Common
European Asylum System - up for the challenge”

o Opening remarks

o Session |: Challenges related to the Common European Asylum System (contributions, debate with
representatives of National Parliaments and EP, conclusions)

o Session II: Ensuring access to asylum and fair distribution of asylum seekers in the EU (interventions,
debate with representatives of National Parliaments and EP, conclusions)

o Session lll: The safe countries of origin and the safe third country concept - experiences from the Member
States (interventions, debate with representatives of National Parliaments and EP, conclusions)

o  Workshops (Prevention of trafficking in human beings; Administrative cooperation between Member States
authorities under Dublin: what works?; Legal assistance and alternatives to detention during the asylum
procedure: exchange of good practices from Member States)

o Session IV: Protection of children in migration (interventions, debate with representatives of National
Parliaments and EP, conclusions)

o Closing session

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

NEW ON THE OIDE WEBSITE

In the section OIDE Notes
European Parliament on EU's future; General revision of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure - 8th term
Following sections have been updated

OIDE Notes: European Semester - course of coordination cycle at the level of the Union and Poland (2011-2017);
Energy union; Rule of law compliance mechanisms in the European Union; Green and White Papers

Bibliographies: BREXIT — selected publications (since 2016)
Debates of the Sejm on EU Affairs: Debates of the Sejm - 8th term

Resolutions of the Sejm on EU Affairs: Resolutions of the Sejm - 8th term

LATEST DEBATES - COMMENTS

Selected articles on the current political and economic issues in the EU from the specialist periodicals available
on-line (accessed 01.03.2017)

e Arteaga F., Powell C.: European defence between the Global Strategy and its implementation,
~Working Papers" no. 4/2017, Real Instituto Elcano de Estudios Internacionales y Estratégicos,
February 2017.

e Aussilloux V., Bénassy-Quéré A., Fuest C., Guntram B. Wolff: Making the best of the European single
market, ,Policy Contribution", Iss. 3, Bruegel, 02.02.2017.

e Bitterlich M.T.: Implementation of the Stability and Growth Pact, ,Briefing", Biuro Analiz Parlamentu
Europejskiego, 22.02.2017.

e Cesluk-Grajewski M.: The EU and migration [What Think Tank are thinking], ,Briefing", Biuro Analiz
Parlamentu Europejskiego, 10.02.2017.

e  Curtin H.: Left behind? Reassessing the Balkan quest for EU integration, ,Policy Briefs", No. 2,
European Institute of Romania, Bucharest, February 2017.

e Demertzis M., Sapir A., Guntram B. Wolff: Europe in a new world order, ,Policy Brief", Iss. 2, Bruegel,
17.02.2017.

e Facon I.: Russia's National Security Strategy and Military Doctrine and their Implications for the EU,
+Analiza", Biuro Analiz Parlamentu Europejskiego, 01.02.2017.
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http://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=279&Itemid=457#a
http://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=279&Itemid=457#a
http://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/images/files/pigulki/PE%20wobec%20reformy%20UE.pdf
http://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/images/files/pigulki/oglny_przegld_reg_pe.pdf
http://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/images/files/pigulki/semestr_2011_2017_final_28.02.2017.pdf
http://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/images/files/pigulki/Unia%20energetyczna_luty%2017.pdf
http://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/images/files/pigulki/rule_of_law_aktual_22.02.17.pdf
http://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/images/files/pigulki/zielone_biale_ksiegi_aktualizacja_20.02.17.pdf
http://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=14969&Itemid=977
http://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=14948&Itemid=970
http://oide.sejm.gov.pl/oide/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=14951&Itemid=971
http://www.realinstitutoelcano.org/wps/wcm/connect/1e698ba2-2ff0-4a6a-8b5f-0fad2dc0d122/WP4-2017-Arteaga-European-defence-between-Global-Strategy-implementation.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&cacheid=1487240567698
http://bruegel.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/PC-03-2017-single-market-010217.pdf
http://bruegel.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/PC-03-2017-single-market-010217.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2014/497746/IPOL-ECON_NT%282014%29497746_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/599270/EPRS_BRI%282017%29599270_EN.pdf
http://ier.ro/sites/default/files/pdf/Policy_Brief_nr.%202_Horia_Ciurtin_Left_behind_0.pdf
http://bruegel.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Bruegel_Policy_Brief-2017_02-170217_final.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2017/578016/EXPO_IDA%282017%29578016_EN.pdf

e Franke M., Mellar B.: Research for CULT Committee — EU Strategy for International Cultural
Relations, ,Briefing", Biuro Analiz Parlamentu Europejskiego, 15.02.2017.

e Hagelstam K.: Economic Dialogue with the Other EU Institutions under the European Semester Cycle
(State-of-Play, February 2017), ,Briefing", Biuro Analiz Parlamentu Europejskiego, 20.02.2017.

e Hagelstam K.: Structural Budget Balances in EU Member States, ,Briefing", Biuro Analiz Parlamentu
Europejskiego, 22.02.2017.

e Helly D.: Europe's enabling power: an EU strategy for international cultural relations, ,CEPOB -
College of Europe Policy Brief series", College of Europe, February 2017.

e Kononenko V.: Governance of the Energy Union, ,Briefing", Biuro Analiz Parlamentu Europejskiego,
28.02.2017.

e Korteweg R.: The end of the transatlantic trade consensus?, ,Insight", Centre for European Reform,
21.02.2017.

BREXIT

e Barker A.: The €60 billion Brexit bill: How to disentangle Britain from the EU budget, ,Policy brief",
Centre for European Reform, February 2017.

e Batsaikhan U., Kalcik R., Schoenmaker D.: Brexit and the European financial system, ,Policy
Contribution", Iss. 4, Bruegel , 09.02.2017.

e Biscop S.: European defence after Brexit: Flying on one engine?, ,In Commentaries”, Royal Institute
for International Relations — EGMONT, 17.01.2017.

e Castillo Ortiz P. J.: Towards a post-Brexit 'partnership for democracy' between the EU and the UK,
-Expert Comment", Real Instituto Elcano de Estudios Internacionales y Estratégicos, February 2017.

e Duff A.: Brexit and Europe: a new entente, ,Discussion paper", European Policy Centre, 23 February
2017.
Duff A.: Brexit: the launch of Article 50, ,Discussion paper", European Policy Centre, 9 February 2017.
Dumbrava C.: European Union Agency for Asylum, ,Briefing", Biuro Analiz Parlamentu Europejskiego,
08.02.2017.

e Grant Ch.: Mrs May's emerging deal on Brexit: Not just hard, but also difficult, ,, Policy brief", Centre
for European Reform, February 2017.

e Grant Ch., Tilford S. (i.in.): The year of Brexit and Trump, Annual report 2016, Centre for European
Reform, 13 February 2017.

e Gros D.: After Brexit: It's a brave new world, ,Commentary", Centre for European Policy Studies, 14
February 2017.

More publications’ review:
Biuletyn OIDE on-line

European Information and Documentation Centre of the Sejm Library supports parliamentarians in searching for
European documents and information as well as provides information on all aspects of the Sejm’s activities relating
to Poland’s membership of the EU.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/585910/IPOL_BRI%282017%29585910_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/585910/IPOL_BRI%282017%29585910_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2015/528782/IPOL_BRI%282015%29528782_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2015/528782/IPOL_BRI%282015%29528782_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/587388/IPOL_BRI%282017%29587388_EN.pdf
https://www.coleurope.eu/system/files_force/research-paper/gstohl_cepob_14-16_final.pdf?download=1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/598590/EPRS_BRI%282017%29598590_EN.pdf
http://www.cer.org.uk/sites/default/files/insight_RK_21.2.17.pdf
http://www.cer.org.uk/sites/default/files/pb_barker_brexit_bill_3feb17.pdf
http://bruegel.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/PC-04-2017-finance-090217-final.pdf
http://www.egmontinstitute.be/publication_article/european-defence-after-brexit-flying-on-one-engine/
http://www.realinstitutoelcano.org/wps/portal/rielcano_en/contenido?WCM_GLOBAL_CONTEXT=/elcano/elcano_in/zonas_in/commentary-castilloortiz-towards-post-brexit-partnership-for-democracy-between-eu-uk
http://www.epc.eu/documents/uploads/pub_7460_brexitandeurope.pdf
http://www.epc.eu/documents/uploads/pub_7417_brexitlauncharticle50.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/595849/EPRS_BRI%282016%29595849_EN.pdf
http://www.cer.org.uk/sites/default/files/pb_grant_May_20feb17.pdf
http://www.cer.org.uk/sites/default/files/annual_report_2016.pdf
https://www.ceps.eu/system/files/DG_AfterBrexit_PDF.pdf

